Bond, Nancy. Another Shore. MacMillan, 1988. Seventeen-year-old Lyn, working in a reconstnlcted colonial settle ment in Nova Scotia, suddenly finds herselftransported back to 1744, when the French inhabitants were at war with England. Another wonderful book by Bond, whose characters are beautifully drawn. The reader is absolutely involved in the lives and times ofBond's main characters. Living in the 1740's is vividly portrayed, and even all the annoying discomforts are brought out.
I cared about Lyn, a very resourceful and positive young woman, and what happened to her. Slight sexual references. Would also make a wonderful addition to a humanities curriculum, since the times are so realistically shown. (9-12, s/I) Branscum, Robbie. Cameo Rose. Harper & Row. 1989 .
Fourteen-year-old Cameo Rose's insatiable curiosity abou t the mur der of a local ne'er-do-well gets her in trouble with her taciturn neighbors in the Arkansas hills. This spunky, outspoken girl involves us in the mystery as she lets Billy Joe know the place she wants him to have in her life. This short, fast-mOving novel would work in middle school classes. (6-9, w) Brooks. Bruce. No Kidding. Harper & Row, 1989. In his twenty-first century society, fourteen-year-old Sam is allowed to decide the fate of his family after his mother is released from an alcohol rehabl11tation center. A complex novel that gives the reader a lot to think about regarding the famUy and problems in society. (9-12, s/il Carter, Alden R Wart, Son oJToad. Pacer Books, 1985. Sixteen-year-old Steve's adjustment to high school Is made more difficult by the unpopularity of his strict father, a biology teacher known as Toad. Presents a vivid. believable picture ofwhy school Is such a stnlggle for some kids. Steve is still dealing with the death of his mother and sister, has real problems with his father, and is still fighting for who he Is. A powerful book. I loved it. Rich in all kinds of themes such as death, identity. father son relationships. (8-12. w) Charnas, Suzy McKee. The Bronze King. Bantam. 1988. This is a haunting story that starts with an explosion in a New York City subway that no one but Valentine hears. After that, things of hers begin to disappear and then the huge statue in Central Park disappears. Valentine senses evll around. her but it takes a strange old fiddler to help her understand it. This knowledge launches them on a fantastic and dangerous quest to save the city and the world from an evil power. Engrossing. fast paced. Realistic elements and conflict wtth a parent are present too. Thus this book w1l1 appeal to all kinds of readers. (8-12. w)
Charnas. Suzy McKee. The Silver Glove. Bantam, 1988. A New York City teenager teams up with her sorceress grandmother to protect her mother from her new boyfriend. an evil wizard bent on stealing people's souls. Suspenseful, fun. It's neat to see an old lady behave as the grandmother does. Charnas. Suzy McKee. The Golden 'Thread. Bantam. 1989. Bosanka. an alten witch from another world. wants Valentine. a New York City teenager. to use her magical powers to help Bosanka return home. This book is the last in the Sorcery Hall Trilogy and as full of adventure and magic as the first two. Readers are drawn to the heroine Val because of her ordinariness. honesty. and courage. I loved the poignant scene when Val's beloved grandmother dies. Issues of growing up and dealing with death are woven into this wonderful story. Cole, Brock. The Goats. Farrar. Straus and Giroux. 1987. Aboy and girl are stripped and marooned on a small island for the night by the kids at their camp. who labeled them as the goats. But the goats escape from the island and decide not to go back to camp. On the run, they gradually discover how strong they are and how much they depend on one another.
Reading this fascinating. involving novel. you're with these kids all the way. This wonderfully written book made me remember the confusions and the vulnerab1l1ties that are part of being thirteen. I loved this book. Themes ofloneliness. isolation. kid's cruelty, and finding our own strengths make the adventurous book an ideal book to use in the classroom. (7-10, w) Cole, Brock. Celine. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1989. Celine, a 16-year-old artist is living wtth her 22-year-old stepmother while her father Is out of the country. The difficulties these two have getting along is one of the focuses of the book. Another is Celine's relationship with 71 Jake, the little kid across the hall. Her response to his difficulties with his parents' divoree make her a very likeable character. Fourteen-year-old Robin tries to patch up the broken home of a battered wife and in the process discovers how deeply she's been hurt by the divorce of her own parents. Moving. (7-11. s/i) Cormier, Robert. Fade. Dell, 1988. A myster10us power has come into Paul Moreaux's life. In the summer of 1938 he discovers that he can fade. For 13-year-old Paul the possibilities oftnvisibility are at first bewildering. then thrilling. But in a New England mill town torn by union strife. bigotry. and shocking sexual secrets, he soon sees things it is better not to see. This "gift" bears a future there is no foretelling and a chilling act from which there is no forgiveness, no forgetting. A fascinating, compelling story for more mature students. Mention of sex, incest. (10) (11) (12) Crutcher, Chris. Stotanl Greenwillow Books, 1986.
A high school coach invites members of his swimmtng team to a memorable week of rigorous training that tests their moral fiber as well as their physical stamina. Excellent portrayal of male friendships, competition, will to excel. and even of coming to tenns with a close friend's impending death. Some language and talk of sex. (9-12, wI Cross, Gilbert B. A Witch Across Time. Atheneum, 1990. Spending the summer with her great aunt on Martha·s Vineyard while recovering from a period of emotional imbalance, fifteen-year-old Hannah encounters the ghost ofa young woman, whowasexecutedasa witch In 1692 and seeks to clear her name. A love story on two levels, one tn the past and one in the present. Excellent writing and character development. Time travel fans will love this one. Also could be used in a social studies or English class when the Puritans are being studied. I really liked this one. (7-11, Secrets whispered up a chimney. a golden locket with a broken chain. murder in the streets of London-and suddenly young Barnacle is plunged into terrlfYtng mystery. Leon Garfield does it again-the mystery deepens and deepens as the reader absorbs the vivid sights and sounds of early England.
Many social issues are touched on, and there is much to discuss in this novel.
(7-10, w) Garfield, Leon. The Empty Sleeve. Delacorte, 1988. Though he dreams of going to sea, fourteen-year-old Peter is not entirely displeased to be apprenticed to a locksmith, espectally as it means getting away from his Msatntly" twin; but when the ghost ofa former apprentice and a murder put him in grave danger, it is only his despised brother who is able to save him. Spooky, interesting, but somewhat predictable. Molly and Michael dislike Heather, thetr spooky new stepsister. but realize that they must try to save her when she seems ready to follow a ghost child to her death. Fascinating and fast-paced. You won't be able to put it down. Also deals with remarriage and step-siblings. (6-10, sIll Hamilton, Morse. Effie's House. Greenwillow. 1990 .
A teenage gtrl with a tenible secret runs away from home. seeking counsel from the father she will not believe was killed in Vietnam. An intense, sometimes upsetting story' unfolds as we slowly realize that all the times she describes with her father were only in her mind and that she is pregnant with her ex-step-father's child. Touching. Might be too much emotion for some to handle. Sexual references and scenes. Molly Synder begins her first year of high school with a burning desire to be on the school paper and to get a boyfriend. Her tryout assignment for the paper is to write an arlicle on the 30th teaching anniversary ofthe school's worst and most unpopular teacher.
Molly turns in a very' tru thful but controverSial article butis told she'll have to change it ifit is to be published. Her acceptance onto the newspaper staff depends on this article. While she is involved in this, other issues surround her. such as her mother's breast cancer, her best friend's coolness towards her after going to an elite. private school. and a budding relationship In rural Georgia in the 1950's, a young white girl's secret friendship with a black family exposes them all to unforeseen dangers, Everyone thinks Ludie is a crazy witch. mostly because she can't talk clearly after a disfiguring accident. Then Marty. a girl from a larger city. through her friendship with Ludie real1zes that the prejudices she's learned and the prejudice she sees around hers are just that-prejudices. A frightening bookbecause this small town is shown as a closed society which has its own sanctions and its own way of dealing with what they perceive to be "racial problems.· This book is realistic but disturbing because it recreates those times when blacks were at the mercy of the whites in places such as this. (6-9, s/I) Hoffman. Alice. At Risk. Berkley Books, 1988.
The heart-breaking discovery that their eleven-year-old daughter has AIDS plunges a family into despair and depression as they cope with this tragedy. At first family members are unable to share and comfort each other because they feel so raw and vulnerable. But eventually they do learn to draw on the others' strengths. Good picture of the impact a tenninally ill member has on the family. The two children are realistically drawn also. (7- Despite a wann relationship with her mother, stepfather, and half brother, stxteen-year-old K1m feels the need to find answers about the Japanese-American father she never knew. This story tells of her trip to California and ofher grappling with what her ethntclty means. She finds out the effect the WWII concentration camps In the West had on the Japanese, and she meets Japanese-Americans for the first time. A warmly-told, sensitive novel. When Polly O'Keefe visits her grandparents in Connecticut. she plans a qUiet fall. IDled with study and star-watching. But an old family friend. Bishop Colubra. and Zachary Gray tum her visit 1nto an extraordinary one as they are tumbled back in time with Polly to a society of three thousand years ago. Traveling across the millennia to playa crucial role in a prehistOriC confrontation. Polly discovers that time means everything and nothing in the histmy of human relationships. and finally. that love is the tie that binds.
Another beautifully written. intricately plotted story by L'Engle that makes us think about ourselves and our relation to people and things as we are drawn into Polly's adventure. This book makes the reader want to know more about the Celts and the Druids and life in America three thousand years ago. Kay Warrick. a lonely gtrllivingin a modem city. is haunted by dreams of a past she does not know. She is drawn to Ireland. where she is plunged into the drama ofan ancient Irish race. Her quest is to find four treasures of power, and this quest involves her in mystery and adventure.
I loved this book. It was magic! Plunging back into Celtic times makes this beautifully written and fast-paced novel one that will appeal to fantasy lovers.
Myers. Walter Dean. FaUen Angels. &holastic. 1988.
Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, Just out ofhigh school. enlists in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam. Really shows the fear and uncertainty they lived with. Also. death is made real as they struggle to make sense of the deaths of thetr friends. Shows the absurdity ofthis kind ofwar. Lots ofstrong language but otherwise would make an excellent all-class book. (9-12, w) Scholastic. 1990 .
As a senior in high school. Molly, a likeable Asian girl adopted by Caucasian parents. finds out from a speaker at school that an organization exists to help adopted children explore the issues involved in finding birth parents, something she has always had a secret desire to do. This story movingly shows the intense emotions experienced by the adoptee. the birth mother, and the adoptive parents. While Molly's fam1ly grapples with whether or not they will support her in her efforts to find her birth mother. Molly is involved in typical high school issues and in a very close relationship with her best frtend Roland.
This fast-paced story is a must read for studentswho were adopted and who wonder whether to seek out their birth parents or not. Well-written. I loved it. I think it speaks to a deep need within all ofus to be cared about and cherished. Eleven-year-old Park makes some startling discoveries when he travels to his never-before-met grandfather's farm in Virginia to learn about his father, who died in the Vietnam War. Fast-moving novel that draws readers in quickly as we begin to share Park's desire to know someth!ng about the father his mother never talks about.
Issues of death of a parent, divorce. and dealing with a previously unknown sibling should involve most students. A spit-fire Vietnamese girl is one of the most interesting characters. (S-g, w) Paulsen, Gary. Canyons. Delacorte, 1990 . Powerful! This book is so Intense it could even be used to read aloud to classes. The rcader gets so involved in the life ofthis desperate ruffian that
we care deeply what happens to him. Another issue in this novel is that the soldier drinks to black out memories ofhis dying friends in Vietnam. This is a violent story. but one which will be remembered. (7-11, w) Paulsen, Gary. Dogsong. Bradberry, 1985.
A fourteen-year-old Eskimo boy who feels assalled by the modernity of his life takes a 1400 mile journey by dogsled across ice, tundra, and mountains seeking his own ·song" of himself. A young boy growing up on a northern Minnesota fann describes the scenes around him and recounts his old Norwegian uncle's tales of an almost mythological logging past. This gentle story touched me emotionally, and even after I finished the book, my mind kept drifting back to it as I grappled with the different issues and feelings it brought up. A very comforting book.
(7-11, s/I) Paulsen, Gary. Woodsong. Bradbury Press, 1990.
Although this book is classtfted as non-fiction and autobiographical, it is a wonderful story of Gary Paulsen's life with his dogs. He shares with us the wisdom he gamed from these dogs, his closeness to them, and the incidents with them that made him believe hunting was wrong. His deSCriptions ofthe lditarod help us see the realities and hardships ofthe race.
A thoroughly engrossing book. As a non-lover of dogs I gained new appreciation and respect for dogs. This book would work wonderfully with social studies units on Alaska, science units on hunting or on dogs, and in wrlting classes as an example of autobiographical wrlting. (7-12. w).
Peck, Richard. Voices After Midnight. Delacorte, 1989. Living with their sister and parents in a rented house in New York City durtng the summer. Chad and Luke uncover a mystery involving the former tenants of the house when the two brothers go back in time to 1888. Fast, exciting reading. Hoping to get a more lenient sentence, Dumas Monk writes a series of letters to the Judge from jail explaining why he did some of the things he did. This is a very different and very humorous book which I thoroughly enjoyed.
The antics and slightly illegal adventures of Dumas will fascinate most m1ddle~schoolers. Issues Include being an orphan. having little knowledge of parents, and self-sufficiency. (6-9, w) SeJ:Vice, Pamela. The Reluctant God. Fawcett Juniper, 1988. Lorna, an archeologist's daughter who prefers Egypt to her own countIy of England, is drawn into an exciting adventure with a teenage pharaoh when she unearths his tomb. This engrossing story begins with alternating chapters told by Lorna in the present and by Ameni in Egypt over four thousand years ago. When Lorna frees him, he is able to begin to fulfill his ancient oath as he is propelled into modem times. A terrific book. (8-12, s/l) SeJ:Vice. Pamela F. Vision Quest Fawcett Juniper, 1989. Recovering from the death of her father and from frequent moves because he was in the military, Kate Elliot tries to adjust to life in a half deserted Western town. In her quest to understand and appreciate this region, Kate comes across a small. smooth charm stone which draws her into the ancientindian world ofthis area and its magic. She feels compelled to help Wadat. an Indian boy she sees in herbriefvisions. and seeks help fromJinuny Fong. who knows much more than she does about the Indians and the artifacts left. Helping Wadat deal with the death of his revered shaman unexpectedly helps her come to terms with her own feelings.
A compelling. fascinating book steeped in Indian lore and history but modem in that Kate is grappling with her own father's death. MterJeffrey Magee's parents die, he is sent to live with his aunt and uncle, who hate each other. At eleven he runs away and becomes a legend among children for his awe-inspiring courage and accomplishments. He is taken in by a black family, where he finds the love he wants. but his presence there causes racial problems for other family members. so he takes off again.
Living in the zoo. he's found by a groundskeeper and they enjoy a warm. close relationship until the old man dies a few months later. Next he camps out in the home of the two little boys he has prevented from running away from home. The family's racist attitudes puzzle Jeffrey.
Through all ofthis Maniac is involved with one adventure after another and is admired by both the black and the white kids. His ultimate triumph. of course, is cracking the wall of prejudice and giving both blacks and whites a glimpse of the humanness of each race. A warm, poignant, funny. well written book that I couldn't put down. This kid really worms his way into the readers' hearts. U's easy to see why this book won the Newbety Award. Discrimination is shown so vividly that it hurts to read it.
Another beautifully written stoty by Taylor. Cassie is at the heart of it, and we ltve through her daily struggles. The fear and uncertainty and powerlessness that blacks experienced in 1941 Is shown. This powerful. MacMillan, 1986. Itching to do something different. 18-year-old Sarah leaves Maine for the harsh Montana environment as a mail-order bride, and is soon left a widow with a 2000-acre ranch to run. Sarah is independent. spunky, and interesting, since she refuses to accept the limitations placed on females in the earlier history of this country. In this fast-paced and adventurous story, the heroine's encounters with Chang. her husband's household worker, are often humorous. Sarah is a good role model. (7) (8) (9) (10) sIll VOigt. Cynthia. Seventeen Against the Dealer. Atheneum, 1989. Dicey struggles to make a go of a boat-building business while facing family concerns, romantic problems, and the uncertainties of a drifter who offers to help her in her work. Dicey is still stubborn and does things her own way, but she does learn from her mistakes, The drifter is an interesting character who the reader suspects is really Dicey's father. No sentimental portrayal here.
Older teens who feel their lives are all planned out once they leave high school would enjoy this book, since it shows how making a straight path from high school to a desired goal or job Is highly improbable. Mention of sex. Sixteen-year-old Heidi, a lonely child of divorced parents and a confinned dog-lover, becomes entranced by a young man until she realizes that, for now, she must have her independence. A fast, funny, interesting book that deals with individuality, divorce, and young love. Engrossing and educational. Using the cat as the thread that draws this book together works well, and we are curious to know whether or not the cat will ever find his master. Could easily be used in a social studies 
